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to invite Your Excellency's attention to the fact that there is a
widespread feeling that all that should have been done has not
yet been done. As to the question of Reforms. Your Excellency
is aware that, while a large section of the people regard the
measures which have been introduced as inadequate and un-
satisfactory, and while another section have co-operated with
the Government in working the Reforms, both are agreed in
asking that Swaraj, or full responsible government, should be
established as speedily as possible. Great has been the awaken-
ing among the masses during the last few years. They have
begun to take an active interest in these public questions. States-
manship demands, if we may venture to say so, that a large-
hearted effort should be made to understand "clearl}-, and as far
as possible, to meet the wishes of the people in respect of problems
which are deeply agitating the public mind. The agitation that
has been carried on with a view to securing a redress of these
grievances, has lately assumed an acute phase. We deeply
regret that this has coincided with the visit of His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales and that it has marred the national welcome.
In these circumstances, we believe, we are voicing the opinion of
large sections of the population when we urge that Your
Excellency should be pleased to invite the leading representatives
of the people to a conference under your lordship, to take counsel
together, and make practical suggestions and recommendations
concerning the remedies which should be adopted. Should our
prayer commend itself to Your Excellency, we doubt not that the
conference will be truly representative of all shades of opinion,
and in particular of the masses of the population whose well-being
is intimately bound up with a permanent solution of the political,
economic and other difficulties and disadvantages to which they
are exposed at present. With mutual forbearance and goodwill,
we firmly believe that it is possible to find such a solution, and to
replace the present unrest by peace and harmony based on a
guarantee of ordered healthy national progress. In the mean-
while, it seems imperative that the various notifications and
proclamations issued under the Criminal Law Amendment Act
of 1908, and the Seditious Meetings Act, which have stirred up
so much feeling and unrest in the country, should be withdrawn,
and all persons imprisoned as a result of their operation, immedi-
ately released. Whatever our present difficulties may be, a
considerable section of the public are anxious that His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales should be received with the respect
due to his exalted position. We have every hope that the